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phy, be it gentle or simple; and pass lightly over the
four, live,  or six years at the Mekteb,  or Grammar
School, where,   however,  the  young   idea  learns, not
grammar, but the  first rudiments of reading minus
spelling, and  of writing minus caligraphy, besides a
certain number of the shorter ' Soorahs,' or chapters of
the   Koran,   consigned  to   sheer  mechanical   memory,
without so much as an attempt to form any notion of
the meaning.    Issuing with these  acquirements from
the * Mekteb/ he passes another half-dozen years chiefly
under his father's roof, alternating between the 'Sa-
Ifimlik? of hourly visitors, and the secluded apartments
of the Harem ;  while day by day the spoilt child grows
gradually up into a spoilt boy;   humoured in every
whim by a fond and foolish mother, a fond and not
overwise father, and servants whose intimacy supplies
timely lessons of vice and roguery, while their obse-
quiousness promotes not less efficaciously his growth in
insolence and self-will.    Of general knowledge, of moral
and mental discipline, of self-restraint and self-respect,
of the dignity of work, the bond of duty, the life of
honourable deed, he learns nothing; these are growths
all too strange to the climate of his rearing.    Besides the
parents and servants already mentioned is some poorly-
paid, salary-snatching 'Khojah,' or private tutor, under
whose instruction he attains a fairly good handwriting,
a parrot-knowledge of * Nahoo/ or grammar, that is, of
Arab   grammar,   wholly  alien   in   its   principles,  and
mostly alien in its application, from whatever is Turk-
ish, Tatar, or Turanian, Mr. Ferguson  might  say, in.
the vernacular language.     To this he may, perhaps,
add a no less parrot-smattering of Arab and Persian
literature.    Occasional attendance at a 'Mekteb Bush-
dee/ or 'School of guidance/ by which name the higher-
class establishments of public education are designated,